
OPW Spill Bucket with Drain Valve Testing Instructions 

 

1. Safety Precautions 

 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Always wear gloves, safety goggles, and other 

appropriate PPE. 

 Proper Ventilation: Ensure the testing area is well-ventilated, especially if you're 

dealing with fuels or other hazardous liquids. 

 Clean Area: Make sure the area around the spill bucket is clean and dry to avoid 

contamination during testing. 

2. Visual Inspection 

 Inspect the Spill Bucket for Damage: Check the spill bucket for any visible cracks, 

leaks, or wear and tear. Pay particular attention to the drain valve area. 

 Check the Drain Valve: Ensure that the drain valve is properly installed and in good 

condition. Make sure the valve is securely attached to the spill bucket. 

 Inspect Gasket and Seals: Check the rubber gasket or any seals around the drain valve 

and the lid of the spill bucket. Ensure there are no cracks or deformities that could lead to 

leakage. 

3. Clean the Spill Bucket 

 Remove any debris or liquid: If there are any residues or debris in the spill bucket, 

remove them. 

 Clean the Bucket: Use a non-abrasive cleaning solution to clean the interior of the spill 

bucket. Rinse thoroughly to avoid contamination. 

4. Fill the Spill Bucket 

 Add Water to Simulate Spill Conditions: Using a clean water source, fill the spill 

bucket with water up to the designated level (usually 1 inch from the top of the bucket). 

 Check Drain Valve Position: Ensure that the drain valve is closed before filling the 

bucket. This will ensure that no water drains out during the test. 

5. Drain Valve Testing 

 Open the Drain Valve: Slowly open the drain valve to check its functionality. The valve 

should allow the water to drain out of the bucket at a steady rate without leakage from 

any other parts of the spill bucket. 

 Check for Leaks: Inspect the entire area around the drain valve, including the valve 

itself and the connection point, for leaks. The valve should seal properly when closed and 

drain when open. 



 Test the Valve Mechanism: Open and close the valve several times to ensure smooth 

operation. If the valve does not function properly, clean it or replace any damaged 

components (e.g., seals, valve body). 

6. Leak Test 

 Check for Water Level Drop: After filling the spill bucket, allow it to sit for a period of 

time (typically 24 hours) to check for leaks. If the water level drops significantly, this 

could indicate a problem with the bucket or the valve seal. 

 Check the Seals and Gasket: If water leaks from the lid or around the drain valve, 

inspect and replace seals or gaskets as needed. 

7. Drain the Water 

 Close the Drain Valve Securely: Ensure the valve is fully closed to prevent any 

accidental drainage during the next steps. 

 Drain the Water Completely: If you haven't already done so, drain the water 

completely from the bucket. 

8. Final Check of the Drain Valve 

 Test for Proper Sealing: After draining, check that the valve is completely sealed when 

closed and that there are no drips or leaks. 

 Inspect the Valve Function: The drain valve should operate smoothly, without sticking 

or excessive force. 

9. Documentation and Maintenance 

 Record the Results: Document the test results, including the water level before and after 

the test, any issues discovered, and the actions taken to address them. 

 Schedule Regular Inspections: Regularly inspect and test the spill bucket and drain 

valve to ensure continued proper function. Perform tests quarterly or after significant 

maintenance. 

10. Troubleshooting 

 If the Drain Valve Leaks: 

o Inspect and clean the valve components. Sometimes dirt or debris may cause 

improper sealing. 

o Replace any worn-out seals or gaskets around the drain valve. 

 If the Spill Bucket Leaks: 

o Inspect the spill bucket for cracks or structural damage. If any are found, replace 

the bucket or repair it according to manufacturer recommendations. 

11. Reinstallation 



 Once the test is complete and the spill bucket and drain valve have passed inspection, 

reinstall any covers or parts that were removed. 

 Return the spill bucket to normal operation. 

Important Notes 

 Frequency of Testing: You should conduct this test regularly as part of your preventive 

maintenance schedule. Typically, quarterly testing is recommended or after any 

significant system change or refueling activity. 

 Manufacturer's Manual: Always refer to the specific OPW model's manual for any 

unique maintenance or testing requirements. 

By following these steps, you will ensure that your OPW spill bucket with a drain valve is 

properly maintained, functions correctly, and helps prevent environmental contamination in the 

event of a spill. 
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